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1 Introduction

1.1 Overview

This Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) relates to the proposed development of
the Thanet Extension Offshore Wind Farm (Thanet Extension). It has been prepared
with respect to the Application made by Vattenfall Wind Power Ltd (VWPL) (the
Applicant) for a development consent order (DCO) to the Planning Inspectorate
(PINS) under the Planning Act 2008 (the Application).

This SoCG with the National Trust is a means of clearly stating any areas of
agreement and disagreement between the two parties in relation to the Application.
The SoCG has been structured to reflect the topics of interest to the National Trust
on the Application, and those captured within the Examining Authority (ExA) Rule 6
letter of November 2018.

It is the intention that this document will help facilitate post Application discussions
between both parties and also give the ExA an early sight of the level of common
ground between both parties from the outset of the examination process.

1.2 Approach to SoCG

4

Date: May 2019

This SoCG has been developed during the pre-examination phase of the Thanet
Extension. In accordance with discussions between the Applicant and the National
Trust, the SoCG is focused on those issues raised by the National Trust within its
response to Section 42 consultation that has underpinned the pre-Application
consultation between the parties.

The structure of the SoCG is as follows:

° Section 1: Introduction;

° Section 2: National Trust’s Remit;

) Section 3: Consultation;

o Section 4: Agreements Log; and

° Section Error! Reference source not found.: Matters that remain disagreed.
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1.3 The Development

6

Date: May 2019

The Application is for development consent for VWPL to construct and operate the
Thanet Extension Offshore Wind Farm (Thanet Extension) under the Planning Act
2008.

Thanet Extension will comprise wind turbine generators (WTGs) and all the
infrastructure required to transmit the power generated to the national grid. A
maximum of 34 WTGs will be installed with a power output of 340 MW. The project
will install up to four offshore export cables and may require the installation of one
Offshore Substation (OSS) and up to one Meteorological Mast.

The key offshore components of Thanet Extension are likely to include:
° Offshore WTGs;

° 0SS (if required);

° Meteorological Mast (if required);

° Foundations;

o Subsea inter-array cables linking individual WTGs;

° Subsea export cables from the OWF to shore; and

° Scour protection around foundations and on inter-array and export cables (if
required).”

The offshore elements of the project comprise an offshore export cable corridor
(Work Area 3), and Work Areas 1 and 2. The latter are an area of 68.8 km? and
comprise the Array Area (59.5 km?) and the Structures Exclusions Zone (9.3 km?). The
latter being an area subject to restrictions on what can be placed within it, as
described in Annex A of Appendix 7 of the Applicant’s Deadline 5 Submission and
Schedule 1, Part 3, Requirement 6 of the draft DCO. The Order Limits surround the
existing Thanet Offshore Wind Farm (TOWF). It is located approximately 8 km
Northeast of the Isle of Thanet, situated in the County of Kent. Each WTG will have a
maximum blade tip height of 250 m above Highest Astronomical Tide (HAT) a
maximum diameter of 220 m and a minimum 22 m clearance between the Mean
High Water Springs and the lowest point of the rotor.
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10

11

Date: May 2019

Electricity generated will be carried via a maximum of four high voltage subsea
cables to a landfall site. Offshore cables will be connected to the onshore cables and
ultimately the national grid network at Richborough Energy Park.

More details on the proposed development are described in the Environmental
Statement (ES) Volume 2, Chapter 1: Project Description (Offshore) (PINS Ref APP-
042/ Application Ref 6.2.1) and Volume 3, Chapter 1: Project Description (Onshore)
(PINS Ref APP-057/ Application Ref 6.3.1) of the ES.
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2 National Trust’s Remit

12 The National Trust is a charity founded in 1895 by three people who saw the
importance of our nation’s heritage and open spaces and wanted to preserve them
for everyone to enjoy. More than 120 years later, these values are still at the heart
of everything we do. We look after special places throughout England, Wales and
Northern Ireland for ever, for everyone.

13 We take care of coastline, forests, woods, fens, beaches, farmland, moorland,
islands, archaeological remains, nature reserves, villages, historic houses, gardens,
mills and pubs and one of the world's largest art collections. We restore them,
protect them and open them up to everyone. For the Trust, conservation has always
gone hand-in-hand with public access. We welcome everyone to explore:

) 780 miles of coastline
° Over 248,000 hectares of land

° Over 500 historic houses, castles, ancient monuments gardens and parks and
nature reserves.

. Close to one million objects and works of art

14 Many of our properties are unable to fund their own permanent preservation. The
cost of caring for them is high: our overall conservation project expenditure was
£107.1 million in 2015/16. Most of our property is held inalienably, so it can never be
sold or developed against our wishes without the consent of Parliament.

13 The National Trust owns land in the intertidal area of the project’s red line boundary,
in Pegwell Bay. The National Trust is also a member of the Pegwell Bay NNR Steering
Group.
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3 Consultation

3.1 Application elements under the National Trust’s remit

14

15

16

17

Date: May 2019

Work Nos. 3B - 16, detailed in Part 1 of Schedule 1 of the draft DCO describe the
elements of Thanet Extension which may affect the interests of the National Trust.

The National Trust is a large charitable organisation which aims to look after places
of historic interest or natural beauty permanently for the benefit of the nation across
England, Wales and Northern Ireland.

The technical components of the DCO Application of relevance to the National Trust,
or having been requested by the ExA (and therefore considered within this SoCG)
comprise:

° Volume 1, Chapter 4: Site Selection and Alternatives (PINS Ref APP-040/
Application Ref 6.1.4);

° Volume 3, Chapter 4: Tourism and Recreation (PINS Ref APP-060/ Application
Ref 6.3.4);

° Volume 3, Chapter 5: Onshore Biodiversity (PINS Ref APP-061/ Application Ref
6.3.5); and

° Volume 3, Chapter 2: Onshore Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (PINS
Ref APP-058/ Application Ref 6.3.2).

] Report to Inform Appropriate Assessment (PINS Refs REP2-108 and REP2-019
which supersedes PINS Ref APP-031/ Application Ref 5.2 and associated
appendices).

It is of note that Andrew Shaw of National Trust and Sean Leake of GoBe Consultants
discussed the SoCG process further on the 11" December during the preliminary
meeting and confirmed that certain matters would be appropriately excluded from
this SoCG despite being requested by the ExA. These items in the broad sense relate
to ‘biodiversity and HRA matters’. It was agreed through discussion that on these
particular matters National Trust will defer to Natural England as the relevant
Statutory Nature Conservation Body, and Kent Wildlife Trust as the managers of the
National Nature Reserve at Pegwell Bay.
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3.2 Consultation Summary

18 This section briefly summarises the consultation that VWPL has undertaken with the
National Trust. Engagement during the pre-Application phase, both statutory and
non-statutory, is summarised in Table 1.

Table 1: Consultation (in relation to the EIA) undertaken with the National Trust pre-

application

Date & Type: DEETR

October 2017 . . .

Meeting Meeting with the Pegwell Bay Steering Group

May 2018 . . .

Meeting Meeting with the Pegwell Bay Steering Group
January 2018, S42 Comments relating to the Preliminary Environmental
Consultation Information Report

3.3 Post-Application Consultation

19 VWPL has engaged with the National Trust since the Thanet Extension development
was accepted for examination by the Planning Inspectorate on 23" July 2018. A
summary of the post-Application consultation, excluding land negotiations and
discussions, with the National Trust is detailed in Table 2.

Table 2: Consultation undertaken with the National Trust post-application

Date/ Type: Detail:
15" August 2018 Post-Application/ pre-relevant representations meeting
10™ October 2018 Post-relevant representations meeting

Brief discussion held during examination between Andrew
Shaw and Sean Leake on matters relating to the SoCG.

May 2019 Meeting to progress the SoCG

11" December 2018
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4 Agreements Log

20 The following section of this SoCG identifies the level of agreement between the
parties for each relevant component of the Application material (as identified in
Section 3.1). In order to easily identify whether a matter is “agreed” or indeed “not
agreed” a colour coding system of green and orange is used in the “final position”
column to represent the respective status of discussions.

4.1 Site Selection Alternatives

21 The Project has analysed and evaluated a range of options regarding location of
infrastructure. The reasons for the selection of the proposed site are duly considered
within Volume 1, Chapter 4: Site Selection and Alternatives (PINS Ref APP-040/
Application Ref 6.1.4). Table 3 identifies the status of discussions relating to this
topic area between the parties.
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4.2 Tourism and Recreation

22

22

Date: May 2019

The Project has analysed and evaluated a range of options regarding location of
infrastructure. The reasons for the selection of the proposed site are duly considered
within Volume 3, Chapter 4: Tourism and Recreation (PINS Ref APP-060/ Application
Ref 6.3.4). Table 3 identifies the status of discussions relating to this topic area
between the parties.

The National Trust support the approach and comments of the Countryside
Partnership Manager at Kent County Council in regard to the impacts of the
proposed cable routes on the Country Park and any residual impacts on National
Trust land and interests.

Statement of Common Ground — National

Thanet Extension Offshore Wind farm

Trust
Page 18




6T 95ed
snig
|BUOIIEN ~ PUNOJD UOWWOY) JO JUBWIEIS

wiie) pUIpn 3JOYSHO UOISUDIXT JoUBY L

6107 AR\ :31eQ

UOINSOd ISnJj [euoileN

"dIAD |12Uno) 3y} panowsau sey juedddy ay] -siesdoudde sainseaw uolesijiw
pasudy Aluno) 1ua) Aq sjuswwod jeuoiiippe Aue aJe 4a1deyd §3 ay3 uiyum payiuapl Jo/pue juswaseuew
[ A, 0} 123[gns pue s21noJ punoudispun 104 pasJdy se uonedijw pue Juswadeuew pasodosd sy Jo Adenbapy
‘adojanud usisap 123foad syl wouy wuaq e ul
s9|qed jo udisap ay3 paAowal sey juedljddy ay |
"dIAD [1PuUno)
=7 | suo 3/1usWssasse
pasidy Aluno) jua)y Ag sjuswwod jeuoiuppe Aue 'spedwi APy 9yl 2qLuasap volsnppuo \M SSlonn
0} 123[gNnS pue $23noJ punoJidispun 104 pa343y Aj@1eandoe pue ajeudoadde aue 1snaj [euolieN 4 =
Aq paumo eaJse d10ysa.10y) 3y} pue yied Aiauno)
[ Aeg ||om83( JO JUSWISSISSE JY] JO SBWOIINO Y|
‘adojaaus udisop 1o9fosd ayl wouy wiaq e ul
3
1A [BUHED $9]qed jo udisap ayl parowad sey juedlddy ayj
e SuUOISN|2U0J /U3 WISSISSE
paaudy Aluno) 1ua)y Aq sijuswwod jeuonippe Aue
‘spoedwi JO SBWo02IN0
0} 103[gns pue $31N0J punoidiapun 104 pasJdy
A1d31| Y3 aquasap Ajpireandoe pue sjendosdde
9JE JUBWISSISSEe BY] JO SDWOIINO JY |
A3 ]
03018y dIAID [12uno) AJuno) juay ‘9jersdosdde sue uonessosl HM_MHMHm“
_ ; Aq sjuswwod |euofippe Aue 03 133lgns pasu3 e wslInol 4o ssasse Jo Spo
_ gsi |euolpp 11aiqns p v pu 14N0} 40} JUIISS jospoyisw ayl 40 Adenbapy
dIAID [19uno) Aluno) Juad PoqUSSp ejep uollesialoeseyd
paa.8y I J - Aj91eludosdde pue pasiialoeseyd Aj@ienbape 1ep Uoheslisd 1
Aq sjuswwod |euollippe Aue 01 323[qns paaidy Jo Adenbapy
u33Q Sey JUIWUOIIAUD SUIAIBIA 3Y |

JU10d U0ISsSNISIQ

uonIsod jeutd

UOI}ISOd UOISUdIX] JduRY ]

‘Uo11ealday pue wsianoj o3 Mc_um_wh suoIssnasIp Jo snleis iy o|qel

A 11v4ANILLIVA




0z 28ed wiiey PUIAA 2J0YSHO UDISUSIXT 1auey

snay
JeUOIIEN — PUNOJD UOWWOY) JO JUBWIDIEIS

610C AeN :1e@

dAID |12uno) Aluno) juay
Aq sjudwwoo |euoinippe Aue 031 123[gns paa.i8y

199loud

9Y3 JO aw3d4l| 3Y3 Inoysnoiyl MOYd Uo Syiom
9y3 jJo s1oedwil ay) salesiiw Apienndoidde

pue uolnjewJsoul JusRIYns sapinoad ('8 Joy
uoned||ddy) ASalea1s Juswadeue|A SS90y 9y

Aepn 30 s1ysiy o1gnd

uonISod jeuly UONISOd ISNJ] [euOEN

‘adojaAud udisap
109(04d Y3 wou} widq e ul sa|qed Jo ugisap

uoIISOd UOISU3IX3 Jduey]

9jelidosdde asaym

Jui0d uoissnasig

& 77y4NILIVA




VATTENFALL o

4.3 Biodiversity and Habitats Regulations Assessment

23 It is agreed that National Trust defer to Natural England as the Statutory Nature
Conservation Body and Kent Wildlife Trust as managers of the Pegwell Bay National
Nature Reserve on matters relating to biodiversity and Habitats Regulations
Assessment.

4.4 Landscape and Seascape

24 The Project has analysed and evaluated a range of options regarding landscape and
visual impacts. The reasons for the selection of the proposed site are duly considered
within Volume 3, Chapter 2: Onshore Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (PINS
Ref APP-058/ Application Ref 6.3.2). Table 34 identifies the status of discussions
relating to this topic area between the parties.
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5 Matters Under Discussion

25

This summary section identifies those matters raised by the National Trust during
the pre-Application consultation and examination that have yet to be resolved and
are considered to be not agreed as of the last consultation meeting held with the
National Trust.

5.2 Matter under discussion—3

26

27

Although this is being checked, it is believed that all the land that is within National
Trust ownership and which is affected by the Order proposals is inalienable land.
Having been asked by the Examining Authority about the issue, National Trust has
now taken into its consideration the effect of the land acquisition provisions of the
DCO on its inalienable land.

On close examination, National Trust has identified some alterations which it
considers should be made to the DCO and the book of reference to make the
position clear about whether the Applicant has power to acquire National Trust’s
land compulsorily and to acquire interests in that land compulsorily. National Trust
understands from the Statement of Reasons that it is not the intention of the
Applicant to do either. Until the suggested alterations have been addressed and the
Applicant has given a binding undertaking that it will not exercise any such powers,
National Trust will maintain an objection to the acquisition of its land. National Trust
acknowledges that it has only very recently considered these issues and that the
Applicant has not had an opportunity to consider them in time for publication of this
version of the SOCG.

Applicant’s Response

28

29

Date: May 2019

The draft DCO and Book of Reference were both updated for Deadline 1 Submission
(PINS Refs REP1-062 and REP1-063 respectively). The Statement of Reasons was
updated for the Deadline 2 Submission (PINS Ref REP2-029). The updates to these
documents adequately clarify this matter.

The National Trust for Places of Historic Interest or Natural Beauty (The National
Trust) is the owner of part of the foreshore of Pegwell Bay (Land Parcel Reference
No.s 00/05, 00/10, 01/01, 01/02, 01/05, 01/06).
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30

31

32

33

34

35

Date: May 2019

The Applicant, in its initial DCO application, had excluded the interest of the National
Trust from the scope of its application for powers of compulsory acquisition.

However, in the course of the DCO examination The Applicant decided to bring the
interest of the National Trust into the scope of its application for powers of
compulsory acquisition.

If the National Trust maintains its objection to the compulsory acquisition of its land,
then the Order would become, when made, subject to Special Parliamentary
procedure.

The Applicant and the National Trust are making progress towards agreeing Heads of
Terms for an Option to Grant an Easement but they have not yet been settled.

The Applicant and the National Trust will work to conclude an Option Agreement as
soon as possible.

The intention is that the Option Agreement would have the effect of prohibiting the
Applicant from exercising its powers of compulsory acquisition under the draft DCO
in respect of the interests of the National Trust and the National Trust would
simultaneously withdraw its objection to the draft DCO application (and therefore
withdraw its objection to the proposed compulsory acquisition of its land, hence
avoiding the need for Special Parliamentary Procedure).
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